
 
NATO - CCMS and Science Committee Workshop on  

Desertification in the Mediterranean Region. A Security Issue 
Valencia (Spain), 2-5 December 2003 

 
http://www.epa.gov/nerlesd1/land-sci/desert/index.htm 

 
 

FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

Organizing Institutions 
NATO Science Committee and Committee on the Challenges of Modern Society 
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Research and Development 
Centro de Investigaciones sobre Desertificación-CIDE (CSIC, Universitat de València, 

Generalitat Valenciana) 
Desert Research Institute, Division of Earth and Ecosystem Sciences 

 
Collaborating Institutions 

Ministry of the Environment, Spain. Generalitat Valenciana. European Society for Soil 
  Conservation 
 

Conference Overview 
Problem Statement: Desertification is defined by the United Nations Environment 

Programme as land degradation in arid, semi-arid, and dry sub-humid areas of the world 
resulting from a combination of factors including climatic variations and human activities. 
Typically, the definition has focused on reduction and loss of the biological and economic 
productivity caused by land use change. Nowhere is this more apparent in the world today than 
in the Mediterranean region. 
Nearly one-half of the world's countries have portions or all of their land in arid, semi-arid, and 
dry subhumid environments and thus subject to the processes of desertification. These lands 
account for 45 million km

2
, or approximately one-third of the Earth's surface. Land degradation is 

occurring at an alarming rate and estimated to affect over 1 billion people or one-fifth of the 
human population of the world. During the last half of the 20th Century these areas have come 
under increasing pressure from accelerating human impacts and adverse climate change. 
Severe conditions such as drought, famine, resource depletion, human migration, and economic 
disruption have been documented. To begin alleviating these conditions requires long-term 
solutions based on solid research and accompanied by decision management processes. If 
people are to sustain themselves in the world's drylands they will especially need to be cognizant 
of the scarcity and security issues related to water and soil resources. This will require ready-
access to the most current knowledge and research information regarding the condition and 
extent of resources. This also provides the opportunity to enlist new technologies and couple 
informed regulations and policies with environmental reform to maintain societal sustainability. 

Purpose: The purpose of the workshop is to establish an expert working group of  NATO 
member and partner Nations in combination with representative members from the 
Mediterranean Dialogue countries ( i.e. Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Mauritania, Morocco, and 
Tunisia) to exchange information about the issue of desertification in the Mediterranean region. 
The challenge to the working group is to identify regional causes of desertification and examine 
the consequences of past and future land use and physical processes. Additionally, it is our 



interest to explore the interactions between desertification and human migratory processes with a 
special focus on security issues. This will involve the understanding of the historical development 
of the problem, through an analysis of the impact of desertification on societies (especially as it 
applies across different cultures and time-scales). The workshop will provide the opportunity to 
apply new technologies and integrate both natural and social sciences within a framework for 
mutual international cooperation. The focus of the workshop is on work accomplished at the 
regional and national level which emphasizes community or societal interests and involvement. 

Anticipated Results: A proceedings, book, or special issue journal of the workshop including 
keynote presentations, thematic papers, and poster papers will be prepared. Secondly, a 
framework or proactive strategy designed to address land degradation issues including 
sustainability will be explored. This  may include a proposal for a cooperative multi-year pilot 
study to examine the issue in more detail throughout the region. 

 
Who Should Attend? 

Researchers, scientists, land managers, policy makers, government and non-government 
representatives interested in desertification issues, especially within the Mediterranean region. 
Representation is encouraged throughout the NATO and Mediterranean Dialogue community. 

 
Conference Program (3 days, plus a one-day field excursion). Themes: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Soil and Vegetation Monitoring Techniques and Programs 
Land use and Human Demographic Change 
Country Reports in the Mediterranean Region. Northern and Southern Perspectives 
Consequences of Degradation on Social, Economic, and Political Issues: Especially on Food 
Security and Migrations 
Regional Cooperation and Information Sharing Mechanisms 
Forecasting Techniques, Early Warning Systems, and Alternative Futures Analysis 
Advanced Technologies 

 

Call for Papers. Instructions to Authors 
 

Submission of papers 
All interested persons are invited to give oral or poster presentations. Individuals interested in 

presenting a communication or a poster should submit the title, author(s), and an Abstract in English, of 
the proposed presentation. For submission of presentations it will be required that at least one of the 
authors is registered at the Workshop. Additionally, authors should indicate which one of the 7 conference 
themes best represents their contribution. 

The deadline for receiving abstracts will be July 1, 2003. Please send abstracts by email. The 
Scientific Committee will screen the abstracts. The announcement of accepted presentations will be sent 
before 31 July 2003. Acceptance will be based on the quality and relevance to the workshop topics. During 
the Workshop you will be provided with a publication containing the accepted abstracts, a field trip guide 
and all the invited communications. 
      Simultaneous translation, LCD Projector, slide projector and overhead projector will be available for 
speakers. Accommodation will be made, upon request, for video presentations. 
After the Workshop, a book will be published with a selection of the presentations, invited speeches and 
the conclusions of the workshop topics.  

 
Submission of posters 
A poster is essentially a paper presented in static display. Some of the major purposes of the 

workshop are to exchange ideas and communicate results. Individuals interested in presenting a poster 
paper should submit the title, author(s), and an Abstract as prescribed below. The poster paper must 
address one of the conference session themes. All poster papers will be considered for inclusion in the 
final workshop publication and the abstracts included in the program.  The maximum size of the poster 
may be up to 1.2 X 2.4 m and a poster board will be provided for attachment. Acceptance will be based on 
the quality and relevance to the conference themes, however available space will dictate the maximum 



number of posters accepted. Authors are asked to be present during the poster viewing scheduled within 
the program. 

 
 Instructions to prepare Abstracts 
Formatting: Maximum 1 page DIN A4 . Diskette version Msword. Letter type Times New Roman, size 

12. Spacing 1.5 cm. Upper, bottom, right and left margin: 2.5 cm. 
Heading of abstract: Title: Times New Roman 14, centred, bold. Authors: to the left. Name, institution and 
address, including telephone and fax numbers and email of the first author. 
Instructions for full paper preparation will be sent to all who are contributing oral or poster presentations, 
before 15 September 2003. All authors should be prepared to provide the full text of their contribution to 
the organizing committee at the time of the December workshop. 

 
Field excursion 
The field trip of December 3 will illustrate the landscape diversity of our territory: from the Natural Park 

of l’Albufera and the Mediterranean coast, to the mountainous landscape of la Font Roja (Alcoy), or to the 
degraded lands of the river Monnegre basin. The field trip includes a great variety of agricultural and 
forestry land uses, and offers the possibility to observe a wide variety of soil and landscape degradation 
problems. An optional visit to a Permanent Field Station designed to study effects of forest fires is also 
included in the Programme. 

 
Workshop languages 
The official languages of the congress will be English, Spanish and French. Simultaneous translation 

will be provided. 
 

Organizing Committee 
 
William G. Kepner 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Research and Development 
P.O. Box 93478,  Las Vegas,  
NV 89193-3478   USA 
(or  944 E. Harmon Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89119) 
Tel: 702-798-2193. Fax: 702-798-2692 
Email: kepner.william@epa.gov  
 
José Luis Rubio 
Centro de Investigaciones sobre Desertificación   
Camí de la Marjal, s/n. Apartado Oficial 
46470 Albal (Valencia), Spain 
Tel: 34-96-122 05 40. Fax: 34-96-126 39 08 
Email: jose.l.rubio@uv.es 
 

 
 
 

David A. Mouat 
Desert Research Institute 
Division of Earth and Ecosystem Sciences 
2215 Raggio Parkway 
Reno, Nevada   89512-1095  USA 
Tel: 775-673-7402. Fax: 775-673-7485 
Email: dmouat@dri.edu 
 
Fausto Pedrazzini 
NATO Public Diplomacy Division 
Science Committee 
B-1110 Brussels, Belgium  
Tel: 32-2-707-4229. Fax: 32-2-707-4232 
Email: f.pedrazzini@hq.nato.int 
 
Deniz Beten 
NATO Public Diplomacy Division 
Committee on the Challenges of Modern Society 
B-1110 Brussels, Belgium 
Tel: 32-2-707-4846. Fax: 32-2-707-4232 
Email: ccms@hq.nato.int 
 

  
 

Abstracts and Registration Form should be submitted to: 
Dr. José Luis Rubio 
Centro de Investigaciones sobre Desertificación  
Camí de la Marjal, s/n. Apartado Oficial. E-46470 Albal (Valencia) Spain 
Tel: (34) 96 122 05 40. Fax: (34) 96 1263908 / 96 1270967. Email: jose.l.rubio@uv.es
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